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THE NARRATVE IN HEBREWS, PART FOUR 

TABERNACLE AND SACRIFICES 

 

NEW COVENANT 

• Unconditional 

• God’s Presence 

• God’s forgiveness 

• Personal 

 

 

OLD COVENANT/MOSAIC LAW (particularly that which pertains to the priesthood and 

sacrifices) 

• Obsolete 

 

Is it all of Deuteronomy?  What about the Mosaic Law has become obsolete? 

 

II.  TABERNACLE 

 

Why not TEMPLE? 

 

What was the importance of the TABERNACLE in the Old Testament? 

 

How does our story of the tabernacle evolve with Israel’s history? 
 

Read Heb. 9:8-14 

 

Hebrews 9:1-14  Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly 

sanctuary.  
2
 For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and 

the table and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place.  
3
 Behind the second veil there was a 

tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies,  
4
 having a golden altar of incense and the ark of 

the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and 

Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the covenant;  
5
 and above it were the cherubim of 

glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak in detail.  
6
 Now 

when these things have been so prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer tabernacle 

performing the divine worship,  
7
 but into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not 

without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in 

ignorance.  

 

 
8
 The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed 

while the outer tabernacle is still standing,  
9
 which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly 

both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience,  
10

 

since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed 

until a time of reformation.  
11

 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to 

come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is 

to say, not of this creation;  
12

 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His 

own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  
13

 For if 



 2 

the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled 

sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  
14

 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through 

the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God? 

 

Heb. 8:2 A true tabernacle, built by God 

 

Heb. 8:5 A copy and shadow of heavenly things. 

 

Heb. 9:11 The greater and more perfect tabernacle in which Christ is the High Priest. 

 

Heb. 13:10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 

 

What is Hebrews saying about the tabernacle? 

 

1.  The earthly tabernacle is a copy of the reality that is enacted in Heaven.   

 

There is a heavenly tabernacle, which was designed by God to be the place in which the ultimate 

sacrifice would be accepted.  Moses was given a pattern of that tabernacle to follow. 

 

2.  If the Law is obsolete, so is the Tabernacle. 

 

This means that unless God has forsaken Israel, there must be another way for Him to show His 

presence to His people. 

 

3.  The ministry of the Tabernacle could only cleanse the flesh/the external 

 

If the Law is obsolete and the Tabernacle is no longer standing—how do we relate to God? 

 

III.  THROUGH THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 

 

DAY OF ATONEMENT 

 

How are the sacrifices of the priests described? 

 

Heb. 9:9 Gifts and sacrifices (PLURAL) are offered which cannot perfect the worshipper 

 

Heb. 9:10 Imposed until a time of reformation (temporary) 

 

Heb. 9:13 Cleanse the flesh (external) 

 

How is the Sacrifice of Christ described? 

 

Heb. 9:11 Offered by THE High Priest 

 

  Enacted in the Heavenly Realm 
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Heb. 9:12 Not based on blood of numerous sacrifices, but His own blood (which would have 

  to imply that He was an unblemished, acceptable sacrifice) 

 

  He entered once for all 

 

  He obtained eternal redemption 

 

Heb. 9:14 Cleanse our conscience (internal) 

 

 

Read Heb. 10:1-4 

 

Hebrews 10:1-4  For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the 

very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, 

make perfect those who draw near.  
2
 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, 

because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of 

sins?  
3
 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year.  

4
 For it is impossible for 

the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.   

 

What is the inherent weakness of the Law? 

 

It is a shadow, it cannot make perfect those who draw near.  What does this mean? 

 

If the Law was effective, there would not be a need for multiple sacrifices.   

 

The Law cannot cleanse the conscience, it can only remind the worshipper of their sins. 

 

The Law was not designed to take away sin. 

 

How do you think the Israelites would have felt after the Day of Atonement? 

 

Read Heb. 10:5-10 

 

Hebrews 10:5-10 
5
 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND 

OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME;  
6
 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO 

PLEASURE.  
7
 "THEN I SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE 

BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.'"  
8
 After saying above, 

"SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR 

SIN YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them" (which are 

offered according to the Law),  
9
 then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR 

WILL." He takes away the first in order to establish the second.  
10

 By this will we have been 

sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.   

 

What does this passage say about the sacrifices under the Law? 



 4 

 

They are ultimately not pleasing to God in reference to cleansing a person from sin. 

 

The sacrificial system has to end in order for the sacrifice of Christ to be effective (in the sense 

that Christ’s sacrifice makes the sacrificial system no longer effective). 

 

From Psalm 40, there was an awareness that the sacrifices were always intended to express a 

deeper inner longing for God’s presence rather than a perfunctory, external cleansing. 

 

I delight to do your will.  

Your Law is in my heart. 

 

What does Christ’s sacrifice accomplish that the Law could not? 

 

We have perfection/sanctification through the one time sacrifice of Christ. 

 

 

Read Heb. 10:11-18 
 
11

 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which 

can never take away sins;  
12

 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT 

DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD,  
13

 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS 

ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET.  
14

 For by one offering He has 

perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  
15

 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for 

after saying,  
16

 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER 

THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND 

ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says,  
17

 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR 

LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."  
18

 Now where there is forgiveness of 

these things, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

 

How is Jesus described?  What High Priest was ever described in these terms? 

 

10:12  Having offered one sacrifice for sins, for ALL time (Priest) 

 

10:12  He sat down at the right hand of God (Sonship, Kingship, Rest) 

 

10:13  Waiting for His enemies to be made a footstool (continuing fulfillment of the  

  Davidic covenant, the promise of kingdom rule) 

 

10:14  His one, perfect offering has perfected us for all time 

 

10:15-17 Reminder of the New Covenant—forgiveness for sins; there is no longer any  

  other sacrifice that will suffice. 
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  There is an additional description of sins in 10:17 as LAWLESS DEEDS, 

literally ANTI-LAW.  The Law did not provide an offering for intentional (anti-law) sin, 

but the New Covenant sacrifice is sufficient for all sin.   

 

IV.  CONCLUSION:  JESUS IS THIS HIGH PRIEST WHO MINISTERS IN THE TRUE 

TABERNACLE. 

 

RELIEF 

 

Hebrews 8:1  Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, 

who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 

 

Hebrews 10:19-22  
19

 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by 

the blood of Jesus,  
20

 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that 

is, His flesh,  
21

 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  
22

 let us draw near with a 

sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 

and our bodies washed with pure water. 

 

 

BACKDROP 

 

• Israel’s disobedience 

• Impermanence of the Priesthood 

• Ineffectiveness of the sacrifices to perfect 

• A God who unfailingly keeps His commitment 

 

All of this comes to fruition in Christ 

 

Christ is the Great High Priest who has offered the one-time atoning sacrifice, and who 

now sits at the right hand of God.  Because of His ministry, we should be confident to draw 

near to God. 

 

 

 

CONFIDENCE 


